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CONTENT & EPILEPSY WARNING
This show uses humor in relation to death and suicide.

Additionally, this show makes use of flashing lights.

THE CAST
 (in order of appearance)

Priest ............................................................ Noah Houghton ’20
Paola ......................................................................Eris Mihelic ’22
Plague Doctor ..................................................Megan Coram ’23
Death .................................................................Aiyana White ’23
Lorenzo .............................................................. Sunny Levine ’21
Giulia ................................................................ Angelica Rosa ’22
Signora Alessia ...............................................Kate Gundersen ’23
Denaro ................................................................Gabby David ’23
Paesano .............................................................. Lauren Baehr ’23
Cantante/Paesano ...............................................Madi Fabber ’22
Baker/Cantante ........................................Yein Christina Park ’20

THE ORCHESTRA
Bass/Music Director: Ben Dreier ’22

Violin/Viola: Harry Sage ’22
Accordion: Kaia Berman Peters ’23

Guitar: Callum Murphy (Berklee ’20)
Mandolin: Lincoln Sorscher ’21

Reed: Sasha Barish ’20
Percussion: Dan Santiago (Berklee ’20)

SPECIAL THANKS
Jaie Lozier,  Jeffrey Coram,  Diane Borger, Sumner Ellsworth, Matt Adel-
man, Miguel Herrera, Marcus Stern, Sam Lerner, Brian Atterbury, Ivy 
Indictor, Ivy Verdun, David Gammons, Kat Nakaji, Linda Hammett 
Ory and Andy Ory, Julianna’s Mom, David Meyers and Hannah Joyner: 
Abe’s wonderful parents, Keith Jarrett and Vera Brandes, Death for mak-
ing life special; Life for stressing us the hell out, vaccines, plague doctors 
for getting us through the 14th century, breaking character tally, plague 
doctor doll, Abbie’s Texas accent, mom for making me run your lines 
with you all the time... the practice came in handy, Vincent pancake, 
West Side Story, the lovely man who answered the phone at Pinocchio’s, 
Tiger, Fiona, Remy, the Harvard Breakers email list, rats, the plague, our 
ancestors, fleas on rats on boats... you know what you did, Pestilence, 
our second favorite Horseman of the Apocalypse, Nathan Sorscher (our 
third favorite Horseman of the apocalypse), a fully ordained online min-
ister, literary analysis of potential musicians’ emails, the Dunster Grille, 
and last but not least, the giant, dangerous, incredibly sharp scythe.

DIRECTOR’S WELCOME
To hideously misquote Shakespeare, “A hundred thousand welcomes. I could 
weep/And I could laugh, I am light and heavy. Welcome.” As out of place as that 
line from Coriolanus may be, I can’t find a better description for my feelings 
tonight. It is so exciting to welcome each and every one of you to our produc-
tion of Death Do Us Part. It is also true that this is both a light and a heavy 
moment for me. I’m sad to step away from the engaging process of creating this 
show with our wonderful staff and talented cast. More than that, however, I am 
thrilled to watch Death Do Us Part ascend to the stage in front of all of you.

DIRECTOR
Abraham Joyner-Meyers ’21



WHO’S WHO
CREW & ORCHESTRA

KAIA BERMAN PETERS (Accor-
dion) is a first-year student at Harvard. 
She plays accordion and specializes in 
klezmer and Balkan music. She’s very 
excited to be working on this musical!

BEN ROSENTHAL (Producer) is a sopho-
more in Pfoho and is so excited to be working 
on this crazy project. He wants to thank the 
exec team, tech crew, cast, orchestra, and all 
who helped out with making this possible. 
Previous HRDC credits include: AVPM, 
Mr. Burns, Dogfight, Electra, & Saskias.
 
ABBIE SAGE (Producer) is a junior in Ad-
ams House and a big fan of mango smooth-
ies. Hobbies include loving her cats, look-
ing at cute pictures of cows, and theater.

HARRY SAGE (Arranger/Violin/Viola) 
has greatly enjoyed working on this show of 
firsts: first orchestration for a musical, first 
mainstage show, and first time playing violin 
and viola for the same show. In his free time, 
he can be seen around campus carrying the en-
tire music library of the Harvard Glee Club. 
 
DEAN SCARLETT (Arranger) is very 
excited to be co-orchestrating this show! 
He has provided orchestrations to origi-
nal productions in NJ/NY as well as the 
Boston area.  He has also provided new 
orchestrations for such shows as Chicago, 
Ragtime, Fiddler on the Roof, and others.

JASON SIBRIAN (Lighting Designer) is

a long-time lighting designer with experi-
ence on shows from rock concerts to musi-
cals. Moving his act from LA to Boston to 
work on this spectacular original musical has 
been an adventure. With a keen eye for de-
tail and color, he hopes you find the world 
of this show both masterful and charming.

LINCOLN SORSCHER (Mandolin) 
is excited about his first performance on 
the Loeb Mainstage. If you like what you 
hear (or see), catch him at an HCSUCS 
stand up or OTI improv show, where he 
uses a completely different set of skills.

GABE STRASBURGER (Co-Playwright) 
still isn’t quite sure how they got here. In 
their many years in the theatre, this is their 
first writing credit. They are currently a Phi-
losophy major at Oberlin College in Ohio. 
They’d like to thank Abs for making their col-
lective dreams bear fruit, as Abs often does.

MUSICAL SYNOPSIS
Scene 1 The town square.
 “Let  No Man Steal Your Thyme” .............................................................................Cantante
 arr. Dean Scarlett, orig. Irish Trad 
 “Overture” ................................................................................................................ Orchestral 
 comp. Dean Scarlett & Harry Sage
Scene 2 The town square.
 “Willow” .....................................................................................Paola, Signora Alessia, Giulia
 comp. by Abigail Ory, arr. Harry Sage & Ben Dreier, lyrics English Trad
Scene 3 The Candlemaker’s Workshop / The Baker’s House
 “Rub-a-Dub-Dub” .......................................................................................................... Giulia
 English Trad
 “Twisted Nerve” ................................................................................................ Plague Doctor
 by Bill Herrmann
 “Whole World Round” ................................................................................................Lorenzo 
 by Joe Stewart & Mitch Jayne, arr. Harry Sage
 “Death Goes A Walkin’” ................................ Signora Alessia, Plague Doctor, Giulia, Death
 comp. Abigail Ory, arr. Harry Sage & Ben Dreier, lyrics English Trad
Scene 4 The Candlemaker’s Workshop
 “Bella Ciao” .............................................................................................................. Orchestral 
 arr. Harry Sage, Italian Trad
Scene 5 The town square.
 “Belle” .............................................................................................................................. Giulia
 comp. Alan Menken, lyrics by Howard Ashman
 “Town Square Song” ................................................................................................ Orchestral
 comp. Harry Sage
Scene 6 Giulia’s house.
 “Dance Me To The End of Love” ..............................................................................Cantante
 by Leonard Cohen, arr. Dean Scarlett 
Scene 7 Giulia’s house.
Scene 8 Giulia’s house.
 “Cuckoo” ......................................................................................................... Lorenzo, Giulia
 arr. Dean Scarlett & Ben Dreier, English Trad by Rising Appalachia
Scene 9 Giulia’s house.
Scene 10 The Town’s Spring Faire.
 “Royal Forester” .........................................................................................................Cantante
 arr. Harry Sage, English Trad
 “Cuckoo Reprise” ........................................................................................... Lorenzo, Giulia
 arr. Dean Scarlett & Ben Dreier, English Trad by Rising Appalachia
Scene 11 Giulia’s house.
Scene 12 Giulia’s house.
 “Sickle and Hood” ......................................................................................................Cantante
 by Brown Bird, arr. Harry Sage
Scene 13 Giulia’s house.
 “St. James Infirmary” ...................................................................................................... Giulia 
 arr. Dean Scarlett, American Folk by Cab Calloway & Rising Appalachia
Scene 14 The town square.
 “Death Walks Again” ................................................................................................ Ensemble 
 comp. Abigail Ory, arr. Harry Sage & Ben Dreier, lyrics English Trad



WHO’S WHO
CREW & ORCHESTRA

PLAYWRIGHTS’ STATEMENT

SASHA BARISH (Reed) studies Classics 
and Linguistics at Harvard College. He has 
played in the orchestras of the Harvard-Rad-
cliffe Gilbert and Sullivan Players, Harvard 
College Opera, and other student and commu-
nity productions. sashabarish.wordpress.com

BEN DREIER (Music Director/Arrang-
er/Bass) Ben Dreier is thrilled to make his 
music direction debut! Ben’s other mu-
sic endeavors include singing with The 
Harvard Opportunes (@opportunes), 
playing bass guitar with his band Extra 
Extra (@extraextraofficial), and playing 
the pilot Larry in the first-year musical.

ARTURO GONZÁLEZ BARRIOS 
(Poster Designer) is an an artist from Mex-
ico that specializes in experimental anima-
tion. He studied Fine Arts at the School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts and 
now works in arts education for 
Raw Art Works in Lynn, MA.

ABRAHAM JOYNER-MEYERS (Di-
rector) is a massive Shakespeare nerd and 
fiddle boy. He is so happy to have been an 
accomplice to this work of original student 
theater. Abe is incredibly grateful to the 
wonderful cast of Death Do Us 
Part and hopes they will forgive him 
for his horrible tongue twisters.

JULIANNA KIM (Stage Manager) is 
very tired, but also very happy to have 
worked on this show! She is even more

excited to go back to sleep once it’s all 
over!!! Special thanks go to Jennifer Vande 
Weghe and The Köln Concert, for do-
ing more than can be put into words.

AHAN MALHOTRA (Technical Direc-
tor) is a junior in Cabot concentrating in 
Computer Science. He previously served 
as Tech Director for Hitched: The First 
Year Musical. On campus, he’s involved in 
some finance clubs and enjoys watching 
movies with friends, eating, and reading..

KAT NAKAJI (Scenic Designer) is 
thrilled to be working with the HRDC 
again. Kat currently works at the Artlab at 
Harvard University. They hold their BFA 
from Emerson College and their MLA 
from the Harvard Extension School. Con-
grats to the cast and crew, break a leg!

ABIGAIL “GABRIEL” ORY (Co-Play-
wright/Producer/Sound Designer) is a Bos-
ton-based artist specializing in music, film, 
and talking more than most people. 
Although after this thrilling and un-
expected experience, perhaps “play-
writing” should be added to the list.

VINCENT PAN (ASM) is honored to 
work with an amazing cast on an origi-
nal Mainstage production. Thank you 
Julianna for roping me into this production. 
Credits include: The East Side (Ensemble), 
Cruising Altitude (Zach), Fun Home 
(SM/SD/ALD), M Butterfly (Producer). CO-PLAYWRIGHT

Abigail “Gabriel” Ory ’21
CO-PLAYWRIGHT

Gabe Strasburger (Oberlin ’20)

Death Do Us Part is a show born equally out of long walks and long phone 
calls. Walks paved the way for a show about Death– as many of my friends 
and I were grappling with Death having entered our lives in different ways, 
Abraham and I settled our inspiration on a particular song of English ori-
gin, “Death Goes A Walking.” He turned to me to give him a narrative arc 
and dialogue, and in true form I said “totally” without a clear understanding 
of how, exactly, I was going to execute that. And so of course, without hes-
itation, I gave my high school best friend Gabe Strasburger a phone call….

– Abigail Ory

All throughout high school, Abs and I batted around ideas. Whether in curiosity, 
joy, or despair, we were always grappling with whatever preoccupied the other. So 
while it might seem like an odd decision to pick a co-writer living across state lines, 
it made perfect sense to me when I got a call from Abs asking me to be a sounding 
board. In many ways, this production carries the themes of those conversations 
from years ago. The crushes we confided in one another, the jokes we shared, 
and our recurring preoccupation with death are all central to Death Do Us Part. 

– Gabe Strasburger

The first time I ever heard the phrase “Memento Mori” was actually from 
Gabe’s father, who had saved a rather toasty smoke detector from the burnt 
out shell of their family home, which had caught fire when Gabe was a baby. 
Baby Gaby would have been toasty as well had a babysitter not smelled smoke 
and evacuated. In many ways, Death Do Us Part is based around the me-
dieval European concept of “Memento Mori,” Latin for Remember that 
you will die. But central to the show as well is the idea that, despite Death’s 
lurking presence, for the time being we are all very much alive. And regard-
less of how much time we have left, we would all do well to remember that.

– Abigail Ory



WHO’S WHO
CAST

Lauren Baehr ’23 Megan 
Coram ’23

Gabby David ’23 Madi Fabber ’22

Noah 
Houghton ’20

Sunny Levine ’20 Eris Mihelic ’22

Yein Christina
Park ’20

Angelica 
Rosa ’21

Aiyana White ’23

WHO’S WHO
CAST

LAUREN BAEHR (Paesano) is excit-
ed to rejoin the theater scene after a hi-
atus for much of high school, and to 
be performing on the Loeb Mainstage! 

MEGAN CORAM (Plague Doctor) is 
thrilled to be taking part in her first show at 
Harvard! She would like to thank her fami-
ly and the RMHS Drama Club for all their 
love and support in her theatrical endeavors.

GABBY DAVID (Denaro)  is honored to 
be performing with HRDC and on the 
Loeb Mainstage for the first time. Some 
past performances include: Arsenic and 
Old Lace, Into the Woods, Once on This 
Island, and Radium Girls. That’s about it 
folks, thanks for coming to my TED Talk. 

MADI FABBER (Cantante/Paesano) is 
a sophomore studying English and The-
ater, Dance, and Media. When she’s not 
devoting every waking moment to the arts 
and arts administration, she can be found 
eating pastries, listening to choral mu-
sic, and talking about her hedgehog, Joan. 

KATE GUNDERSEN (Signora Alessia) 
is so excited to be a part of her first show at 
Harvard.  Acting credits include: Kiss Me, 
Kate, Mary Poppins, 42nd Street, The Cru-
cible, and the Actor’s Nightmare.  Kate 
also directed the one act Bucket of Moon 
and served as a  CT State Thespian Officer.

NOAH HOUGHTON (Priest) is hon-
ored to make his theatre debut on the 
Loeb Mainstage. Offstage, he is a medi-
evalist, game designer, and software de-
veloper interested in the intersection of 

games, historical storytelling, and education.

SUNNY LEVINE (Lorenzo) is excit-
ed to be working on her first Mainstage 
show. Sunny enjoys naps, folk music, 
and traveling the whole world round.

ERIS MIHELIC (Paola) is very happy to be 
back on a stage since the last two acting pieces 
she did took place in a cathedral and the Har-
vard Art Museum. When she’s not turning into 
a giant ball of stress she can be found teaching 
CityStep and not wanting to leave the Quad. 

YEIN CHRISTINA PARK (Baker/Can-
tante) would like to thank the leaves for dying 
and making fall so beautiful. She is thrilled to 
be singing and dancing and acting instead of 
worrying about being unemployed next year 
when she graduates. Christina would like to 
thank her mom, her boyfriend, powdered 
parmesan, pop sockets, and laptop cases.

ANGELICA ROSA (Giulia) is excited to be 
a part of DDUP in her first theater perfor-
mance at Harvard. Before this, she never left 
her room and was basically a 90 year old cat 
mom in the body of a college student. She 
has gained some well needed socializing but is 
ready to go home and sleep for a whole week.. 

AIYANA WHITE (Death) honored to 
perform in her first role on the Loeb Main-
stage. Her most recent performances were as 
a dancer in a 1000 seat theater in The Nut-
cracker, and in smaller contemporary pro-
ductions that featured her own choreography.  

Kate 
Gundersen ’23


